covered. The book is particularly valuable in giving the authors' experience on all these points.
In the first part, the plasma inorganic iodine, and the concept of absolute uptake of iodine by the gland, are considered, as well as the betterknown thyroid radioiodine uptake and clearance. In the section on pathological aspects, the chapter on iodine-deficiency goitre, with the results of the Glasgow study, is especially interesting.
There is a useful appendix giving a description of the technical methods used in the authors' laboratory, and a list of 14-1 iodine-containing drugs, and 53 goitrogens and other substances interfering with tests of thyroid function.
The book presents a masterly survey of the subject, which should be read by all concerned in the diagnosis or treatment of thyroid disease, whether in the laboratory or at the bedside. Difficulties in the interpretation of electrocardiograms in infants and children (particularly in the assessment of right ventricular hypertrophy) frequently arise owing to lack of knowledge of the normal pattern at any particular age. In this book the electrocardiograms of 1,150 normal children up to the age of 14 are analysed, the results being expressed diagrammatically for each age group, using leads aVR, V3R and Vl to V6. Part 2, on the 'Abnormal QRS morphology in infants and children', deals particularly with the recognition of right, left and biventricular hypertrophy in the various forms of congenital heart disease, and the electrocardiographic changes are correlated with the results of hmmodynamic investigations in most instances. The technical quality and reproduction of many of the electrocardiograms is poor and it would be difficult to justify the expenditure of 76s on this small book when most of the information is readily available elsewhere. In 1952 the late Dr Barbara Simonds wrote to 21,000 patients on the tuberculosis registers of 13 chest clinics in London and the provinces. Among the 97% who replied were 415 who said they were twins, but only 205 of these could provide enough material for the present study (172 of the cotwins had died in infancy of nontuberculous conditions). Of the 55 monozygotic pairs (confirmed where possible by blood grouping) there were 18 (33%) where both twins had tuberculosis compared with 21 (14%) of the 150 dizygotic pairs. This difference is considerably less than that found by other investigators and the present report concludes that it could be entirely accounted for by such factors as the greater physical contact between monozygotic twinswho are necessarily of the same sex. The reasons for this conclusion are not made quite clear; indeed it is possible that a more systematic statistical approach might have given a slightly different answer, although a conclusive demonstration of a greater rate of concordance among monozygotic pairs could hardlybe expected from suchrelatively small numbers.
The report, which was completed by Dr Angus Macpherson after the death of his wife, gives a very clear exposition of the methods of ascertainment used, in particular comparing them with the less rigorous methods used elsewhere, but unfortunately a few discrepancies have crept into the figures (e.g. between Tables 8 and 19 ). The entire data for the 205 twin pairs are set out in tabular form as an appendix. since the series started in 1928. It is authoritative, informative, well written and interesting to read. There is a stimulating chapter on the design of the operating theatre. The principle of central sterile supply must greatly modify the layout and position of the modern operating room. I thought the chapter on the use of cytotoxic agents in surgery particularly good, as also are those sections which infringe on my own specialty. Kidney transplantation is more advanced in its practical application than that of any other organ but what surgeon, and indeed what medical man, can be other than fascinated by the problems of visceral transplantation and how these are gradually being overcome. The chapters on cardiac surgery are very clear and to those occupied in other segments are of course almost entirely new fields.
It is my recollection that some of the earlier editions of 'Recent Advances' were aimed at the postgraduate student. I have no doubt that this volume is also a necessity for the aspirant to a higher surgical qualification, but it is much more. Every surgeon, whatever his specialty, should buy and read it. He may then become a little familiar with the great advances which are taking place in the realms of surgery outside his own particular sphere and will not have to rely on television for his information.
The editor is to be congratulated on the selection of his team and on the excellence of their contributions.
A This is a timely study of the history of the mentally retarded. It is timely because only in recent decades has the subject crystallized out from a confusion of psychological and physiological concepts distorted by an overlay of theological and social prejudice. Only as recently as the last thirty years has this facet of human illness been drawn out of its isolation and accepted into the body of medicine. And now, already, we are in danger of forgetting the struggles of the pioneers. Dr Kanner is the first to tell this story. He tells of the indifference of the ancients to the woes of the mentally defective, of their condemnation as godless or their elevation as 'god-touched' by medieval theologians, and of the sudden flare of sentimental concern for them, so characteristic of the romantic idealism of the early decades of the nineteenth century. Here, with Guggenbiihl's foundation of the Abendberg Institution in 1840, the history of the care and study of the mentally retarded really begins. Its evolution, through the early optimistic hopes of complete cure, to the disillusionment of failure and fear of its hereditary consequences is vividly told. He depicts the gradual differentiation of knowledge of the sub-ject from the spurious unity of 'cretinism' and 'idiocy' to the recognition of ietiological groups. Here Dr Down's description of ethnic types of mental defect, the Mongol in particular, was the vital first step. Thus we are led to the first phase of the present era, opened by Folling's discovery of phenylketonuria with which the book concludes.
Dr Leo Kanner has made ample amends for the years of neglect by this attractive, carefully documented presentation of a subject which now, as a result of this book, will find its due place in medical history. K It is long since a monograph upon a neurological problem of such great practical importance has appeared, of essential value to doctors and to educationists, who still remain far too unaware of the distressing nature and consequences of unrecognized developmental dyslexia. In writing it, with his characteristic clarity and thoroughness, and his immense erudition, Dr Macdonald Critchley has placed us all under a great debt and it is to be hoped that many children will reap untold benefits from its publication, if only its lessons are taken to heart by us and by all those who have to do with children and their upbringing, formation and education. From its very nature, neurological medicine cannot often offer a therapy of such value, but in this instance it does, in the hands of Dr Critchley, make available the rational treatment and the recognition of this disabling defect in children in all other respects of normal or high intelligence. He has rescued the subject from much confusion of thought, has made its nature as a genetically determined defect of a specific quality clear, and has indicated the lines upon which it can and must be dealt with.
The condition is defined as 'a primary constitutional reading disability which may occur electively. This is a defect in the visual interpretation of verbal symbolsan aphasia-like state: part of an inherent linguistic defect. The victims, if recognized early and handled properly, can be rescued from the limbo of illiteracy, and by appropriate techniques can be taught to read with fair efficiency'. ' The arguments in favour of the existence of a specific type of developmental dyslexia occurring in the midst of, but nosologically apart from, the olla podrida of bad readers, may be said to rest upon four premises: These comprise: persistence into adulthood; the peculiar and specific nature of the errors in reading and writing; the familial
